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entitled ^Poison Gases in 




article is full of innuendoes and misleading comparisons 
^F^^aesigned tbrfr^ten^tiie si^ls^ &a01ie^^ 

^i#}^n^igaT^^mbke > 'is’ harmful .to his health. 1 ^ I don’ t believe* itwill effectively 
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following comments can be made relative’to specific points J 
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LvPage 114: 3) ^.The evidence against CO is now so definitive tiiat last 
£. year the Swedish parliament passed the first law in the world requiring 
of next. Jantmr^every package of cigarettes carry" not ^onlv the 

^Comment : ,;iThe Swedish parliament could^i^e^a^ed 
l^efinitiveJnfprmation?^Jhe t smoking and health atmosphere in Sweden 
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Comment r^It is true that the tar,' nicotine' and gases which the smoker 
obtains from cigarets depends on how he smokes. 71 am sure tliat tlie^ 
author .would describe a’’good''smoking habit as no smoking at all 
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Comment : ^This is, true. gMany'smokers also^jake fewer puffs and 
shaUower^r^s't^n &e*staii<fer(d. l ^TC.^ > The standard’-'FTCtest ts^n' 
arbitrary average to simplify the test procedure because no Jwo of the 
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ge 116: 1) "For example, a fast-drawing, heavy rtwo-pack-a-dayl 
_ Ti t Tv/rJ-i+Vi ‘ ’„L„ "nn /GAG ’ 7 \ Jill ,, J 




;,«yr Comment : This is a very sneaky and nasty comparison/ In the first " 

^j ^place the Foster D. Snell test results are given in milliliters per pack 
^^l^instead of milligrams per cigaret in order to make the numbers larger 

"the'above.comparisonr Secondly, expressirig’the CO yield in milliliters 
requires tliat the gas volume be standardized with respect.to temperature 
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m *^ r ' ‘'^|^:^;^ >; The 548 nil. for Merit King represents the volume of carbon 

monoxide in the mainstream smoke’from ,40 _ cigar ets smoked at the rate 
ppf’two puffs per minute. '’Similarly,' the Camel vaiue of 508 ml.^s*0ie ^ 

■ iA volume of ( carbon monoxide in the mainstream' smoke from 40 cigar ets ’"j 
'smoked at the standard FTC condition of one puff per ’minuted u -Such*V : '' : f| 
comparison is justified on the assumption tliat because of its lower delivery, 
the Merit King cigaret will be smoked at a faster rate than the Camel. ; 
There is no evidence that such a difference occurs in real life. %-C-^ 

‘^ .lb’>o ; r dBCp .‘bwsao gmTd-ysm .olfeiil U vcf tournrnoib -r.- 

Page 116 : 2) "For comparison, fast-puff and deep-drag tests were also '-j 
r- : ;: run on Marlboro Filter King (a leading filter) and Camel (a leading, regular 

length non-filter). For the former, CO ranged from 131 ml. for a normal- 
’ puffing light smoker to 780 ml. for a fast-puffing heavy smoker; for Camel, 
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; Comment : In the "deep-drag" test the volume per puff lias been changed j 
:C from the standard FTC test condition of 35 ml. to 50 ml. "Obviously under 
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^^ifFor the Marlboro, thecarbon monoxide range is stated to be 13i ml. lor "a* 
^^^^^..normal-puffing light smoker ’[half-a-pack] to 780 ini.'fora heavy smokerjl* 
*^*^^[two packs] using the fast-puffing test. The 780 ml. value does hot appeal 
“s|f ; in the table on page 117. ^The Camel range from 127 ml. to 608 mOdoes 



Comment : Here the author is obliquely implying that smoking is an addictionj 
the clinical sense of the word. It is true that carbon monoxide displaces *^ 
.oxygen from hemoglobin in the blood but the quantities are relatively small 
most smokers and do not impair his health or his performance'.^; Tests ^ 

4 fiwhich show carbon monoxide effects invariably are carried out at high levels/ 
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Page 118: 3) M The CO in cigarette smoke, added to that breathed on the 
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ground and then raised by altitude, may bring crews’ COHb level to 20 per - ' 4 

; cent or more." •.•//. . 1 ,'\X . > .,./, .... 

Comment: I know of no evidence supporting this assertion. 
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‘ Page 118: 4) ’’’Exposure to carbon monoxide causes substantial impairment ?J| 
to vital brain and nervous-system function, ’ the pilots wrote. (This may 
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Mr. ;C. II. Goldsmith r^- 5 -77iv*&Scblcmbcr 2. 1970 /" 




^Comment : My comment is — Does it also explain why they drive faster ? 
iSiThe WHO Air Quality recommendation reviews' the question of CO physiologi 
^cal and performance effects. ' The report specifically pomts*out that the’**“** 
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S) are of doubtful 





Page 118 : ,5) "It [the FTC] may do CO assays in 1977, and then publish 
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^ comment : undoubtedly uns statement is correct. •;The author has probabl 
^fj|f talked to the Federal Trade Commission and learned of their intentions 
||gwhich they have so far not yet officially declared to the cigaret industry? 
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